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Teruo Katsuyama 3 and Jiro ODA b : Carex koyaensis var. yakushimensis ( Cyperaceae ), 
a New Variety from Yakushima Island, Japan 


Summary: A new variety of Carex koyaensis 
J. Oda & Nagam., var. yakushimensis Katsuy. 
& J. Oda, is here described. It is distinguished 
from the typical variety by short culms (2—7 
cm long), filiform leaves (up to 0.5 mm wide) 
and small perigynia (ca. 1 mm long). 
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Fig. 1. Holotype of Carex koyaensis J. Oda & Nagam. 
var. yakushimensis Katsuy. & J. Oda (Japan; 
Kagoshima Pref., Kumage-gun, Yaku-cho, 
Hananoego, alt. 1620 m, 8 Jun. 2005, H. Ikeda & 

N. Yamamoto 05060806, KPM-NA 0126449). 
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Carex koyaensis J.Oda & Nagam. in 
Acta Phytotax. Geobot. 59 : 59 (2008). 

var. yakushimensis Katsuy. & J. Oda, 
var. nov. 

Carex capillacea auct. non Boott: 
Ohwi in Mem. Coll. Sci., Kyoto Imp. 
Univ., Ser. B 11 : 441 (1936), quoad pi. 
Ins. Yakusliima (Y. Doi); Katsuy., Carex of 
Japan: 41 (2005), pro forma minima ex Ins. 
Yakushima. 

A typo culmis 2-7 cm altis, foliis 


capillaribus ad 0.5 mm latis, utriculis circa 
2 mm longis differt. 

Type: Japan; Kagoshima Pref., Kumage- 
gun, Yaku-cho, Hananoego, alt. 1620 m, 
8 Jun. 2005, H. Ikeda & N. Yamamoto 
05060806 (KPM-NA 0126449-holotype). 

Perennial herbs. Rhizomes creeping, 
loosely caespitose. Culms 2-7 cm tall, 
longer than leaves, 0.2-0.3 mm thick, 
obtusely trigonous, angles smooth. Leaves 
up to 0.5 mm wide, sometimes involute, 
smooth; basal sheaths pale brown. Flowers 
May to June. Inflorescence consisting of a 
single terminal androgynous spike; spikes 
broadly elliptic, 3-4 mm long, ca. 3 mm 
wide, with 2-3 staminate and 2-5 pistillate 
flowers. Staminate scales ovate to elliptic, 
1.5-2 mm long, obtuse, midrib green to 
pale brown, both sides brown. Pistillate 
scales broadly ovate, obtuse to rounded, 
1.2-1.5 mm long, 1/2 to 2/3 as long as 
perigynia, membranaceous, midrib green 
to pale brown, both sides brown. Perigynia 
ascending to patent at maturity, elliptic to 
ovate, compressed trigonous, ca. 2 mm 
long, ca. 1.2 mm wide, herbaceous, strongly 
several veined on adaxial side, glabrous, 
rather inflated at maturity, base rounded, 



Fig. 2. Achene epidermis of Carex koyaensis J. Oda 
& Nagam. var. yakushimensis Katsuy. & J. Oda 
(voucher: H. Ikeda & N. Yamamoto 05060806, 
KPM-NA 0126449, holotype). 
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moderate beaked, apex notched. Achene 
rather loosely enveloped, elliptic, trigonous, 
1.5-1.8 mm long including beak, ca. 0.8 
mm wide, beak slender, 0.3-0.4 mm long. 
Stigmas 3. 

Japanese Name: Koke-hariganesuge. 

Distribution: Endemic to Yakushima 
Island, Japan; marshes and wet places in the 
mountains, 1500-1900 m in elevation. 

Other specimens examined: Japan, Kagoshima 
Pref., Kumage-gun, Yaku-cho, Hananoego, alt. 
1600 m, 24 Jul. 1993, M. Akiyama s.n. (KPM-NA 
0094450); Kamiyaku-cho, 8 Jun. 2005, H. Ikeda 
20400 (OKAY); Hananoego, 27 Jul. 1932, Y. Doi 
21 (KYO). 
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Hiroo Kanai : Japanese Botany and Roman Spelling 3. Scientific Names of Japanese 
Cultivated Plants 


Summary: Advantages and disadvantages 
of scientific names of Japanese cultivated 
plants are discussed on the basis of phonetic 
Romanized spelling of Japanese names. 
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